8

The Downstate Daily

Delaware State News, Friday, May 8, 2009

Betting

Continued From Page 1

newszap.com.

Although Republicans have argued in
recent weeks that Gov. Jack A. Markell’s
administration had neglected to include
them in any sort of process, the sports bet-
ting legislation may have changed that.

The governor and legislators of both
parties met late into the night at Legisla-
tive Hall to come up with a compromise
that would appease all parties.

That was music to the Republicans’
ears.

“It became my job to get dialogue go-
ing again,” said Rep. Joseph E. Miro, R-
Newark, who spent some time speaking
with Gov. Markell and the rest of the ne-
gotiating parties. “Now it’s up to them. |
think we're getting close.”

Leaders of both parties spent hours
holed up in the governor’s office negotiat-
ing the finer points of the legislation.

Major sticking points appeared to be
the viability of Harrington Raceway & Ca-
sino if the legislation, along with the pro-
posed fees, were to pass and the possibil-
ity of legalizing table games.

“It’s just important that both sides of
the aisle are included,” said Rep. Miro.

It was just that issue that caused a com-

“It’s just important that
both sides of the aisle are
included.”

— Rep. Joseph E. Miro, R-Newark

motion on the House floor on Wednes-
day.

After the legislation, House Substitute
1 to House Bill 100, failed by two votes on
Tuesday, the blame game
commenced.

Gov. Markell accused |,
the no-voters of siding |
with the casino owners
and against state work-
ers.

Rep. Cathcart, R-Mid-
dletown, was not appre- Richard C.
ciative of that comment. Qathcart

“To suggest that it
would impact the 8 percent cut for state
employees is irresponsible. The two are
absolutely not connected,” he said on the
House floor on Wednesday.

“It would be easy for us to lob hand gre-
nades for the next two years. We decided
early on that that’s not our role. We want
to be participants,” said Rep. Cathcart.

It appeared early on Thursday that the
Markell administration was looking only
to find two no-voters to switch and pass
the initial legislation, but that strategy

quickly changed.

By about 6 p.m. it became obvious that
both sides were looking to find a compro-
mise, rather than push the partisan poli-
tics to the brink.

Late Thursday evening, members of
the Republican caucus became partici-
pants in a lengthy, yet seemingly produc-
tive process.

As members of both parties went in
and out of the governor’s office in Legisla-
tive Hall, they all said the talk was going
well.

Although it appeared a compromise
was being reached, one party very con-
nected to the issue was noticeably absent
from the negotiations — the casino own-
ers.

“We haven’t been involved in any talks
today,” said Denis McGlynn, president and
chief executive officer of Dover Downs
Gaming & Entertainment.

The casino executives and horsemen
did present a proposal to the governor’s
office on Wednesday — one that would
give the state a 50/50 split for all revenue
up to fiscal year 2009 revenue and the
governor’s requested eight percentage
point split for all revenue past that point,
among other caveats — but had not heard

a response.
Staff writer Leah Burcat
can be reached at 741-8250
or lburcat@newszap.com
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Email: brusca@myshoplink.com

Open 7 Days * We accept Visa/MC
Hours Mon-Fri 8-5 Sat 8-4 Sun 10-2

Ol
Saturday, May 9" - 10am-2pm
Jewelry & Bake Sale for Debbie Strong
Mother’s Day,
Sunday, May 10*

‘|q . Knockout Roses (Red or Pink)
3 Gallons only *19*

'l y Large Hanging Baskets

| only *12* each

‘i Geraniums * Azaleas * Rhododendrons

., Japanese Maples ¢ Annuals * Perennials
Ornamental Grasses

DELAWARE MEDICARE
RECIPIENTS
Are You On Medicare A & B ?

Cannot Afford The High Price
Of A Medicare Supplement ?

You may be eligible for an All In One
Medicare Health Plan which includes
coverage for Hospitals, Doctors and a
Prescription Card at NO COST TO YOU.
All it takes is One Phone Call
To See If You Qualify.

Call Today Gene Brown @ 888-317-9025

Local Agent Providing Local Service
Licensed with United Health Care
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ASSISTED LIVING

* 24/7 nursing assistance

Practitioner (CDP)

ROSE

* An exceptional array of memory-supported activities led by our
experienced activities director who is also a Certified Dementia

Do you have a loved one with Alzheimer’s or another
form of dementia and need a safe, secure, supportive
environment in which he or she can thrive?

State Street Assisted Living in centrally-located Dover, Delaware can help—visit or call us about our
secured, memory-assisted Rose Lane.

LANE

Offers your loved one with dementia independence with dignity:

* Comfortable studio apartments with kitchenette and full bath * A lovely secured, outdoor patio garden

* An integrated recreational and exercise program offering socialization
with all our State Street Assisted Living residents, including outings,

entertainment, and special events

* 3 nutritious meals and snacks daily

* A secured, residential setting with homelike dining, activity & living areas ¢ On-site physical therapy

Safety and a high quality of life for your loved one with dementia and peace of mind for you and your entire
Jamaly 1s just a call or visit away at State Street Assisted Living, 21 North State Street, Dover, Delaware.
Call (302) 674-2144 or visit us on the web at www.statestreetal.com for more information or to
schedule your personal tour of Rose Lane.




